
THE TAX SYSTEM A FAILURE
AND REFORM BADLY NEEDED

Hon. J. Allen Watts Addresses Lawyers on Timely
Topic and Tells of the Burden of Govern¬

ment the Citizens is Forced to Bear.
¦Tlio Burden of Government Upon the

"Citizens," -»as tho subject of an address
îîelivcred by Hon. J. Alici» Walts, for-

t-ncr State Senator, of Roanoke, before
tha Virginia Bar Associa lion, which held
U3 session at Old Point last week. Mr.
Watts said in part:
"There are two things that must strike

.tho -thoughtful reader of liiftory: First,
the generally commonplace and sor-
dia motives «underlying great revolutions,
und secondly, the sameness and want of

originality in the experiments in all ages
and by ail peoples in Uie art of govern¬
ment.
As to the first proposition, ail of us are

.prono to view a great revolution as a

inorai earthquake. The struggle of a

people to emerge from the abyss of ignor-
tffc·. and «oppression into the light of lib¬
erty »and intelligence, as the throbbing
*pf the heart of the people against the bars

>f its prison house and to look upon lead-
-trs of great revolutions as sears and! pro-
¦phet**, risking their Ufé and freedom and
bappiness for the upbuilding ot their
.peoples. Yet when we look closely, we

ilìnd that, in the great majority ol cases,

¡revolutions aie simply questions of "do!-

Jlars and cents;'· that it is the pocket
Inerve that has been touched; that the as-

jpiraüon is the glorilicatioi» of the dollar
und not oí freedom; that, money is tha

.reality, ond liberty, tht, incident-
There are men of patriotism and of

-Intelligence, with hearts that bled for
Hho oppression of the people in the tini«;
»o>£ a>>-uis NIV. such as Marshal Vauban.
"but their warnings and protests were
unheeded, and the bloodiest revolution
known to history followed.
Go badi still further. Tin- disruption of

tho Jewish monarchy and the secession of
the ten tribes was due to the refusal of
;he successor of Solomon to accede to the
demands that he should abate the tux
exactions of the preceding reign. The
misappropriation -of the taxes of the Greek
Confederacy marked the beginning of tha
decline of Athens and of tiie Greeks and
the loss to the world of one of the most
marvellous civilizations that has c-ver
been built up by the genius of a people.
"Nor need we gò so far ü-iield for examples
of this proposition. The "Two-Penny
.??-t." resulting in the Parsons' case, and
the eloquence of Patrick Henry was the
«beginning in Virginia, and the "Stamp
¦A.C·." and the "Duty on Tea" the immediate
«cause of ¡he great revolution which dis¬
rupted the Angio-Saxon race, while Wat.
Tyler, the leader of a revolution, was
driven to it by a personal indignity o*ïered
to his daughter by a tax assessor. And it
is another "¿."dapülable fact that in most
cases where these revolutions have taken
place, the immédiat.? cause of the revolu¬
tion, the relief from the bürden of taxa¬
tion, has not been achieved, hu·» in almost
cvei-y case they have worked for liberty
and for free«lom.

THE SECOND PROPOSITION.
My second proposition, as to the same¬

ness of experiments«, is equally founded
upon history. Whether it he a despotism
or a democracy, a monarchy or a repub¬
lic, we find that in the essentials which
"<1 tn miike up the daily life of the peoplethe experienc's are much the same. As
tar back as history goes we lind (he peo¬
ples "t ;he world looking upon taxation
as bui*d( p to b<> evaded and escaped, and
th«, governments of the world rndeavonngto find :i.«w .«-n-.rces of taxation and new
methods of collection.
The genera] property tax, which now

prevails pracrticaily over tiie whole of the
"I":i;!«d States, and the assessment and coi-
Îection "f which gives more concern to the
gov-r**nnienl than any other nne «.uestion,
was tried in ¡ill of its different phases by
Pome, and sho experience«! precisely the
same difiiculties that we. in Virginia", are
exp riencing to-day. aithoutrh the punish¬
ment for false returns and tin- evasion of
taxation was death, her expérience show¬
ing that in ihe ? ry shadow of death men
will evade, hide and escape taxation, if it
iv possible lo do so; and human ingenuity
-bas been exertedto this more largely, pcr-
ibaps. 'han to any other.
The «Republic of Greece had forced upon

her somft of the «same questions that we, in
ihcrs United States, are meeting to-day;
her sL.trsnien appreciated, as we do, that
the acumulation of enormous fortunes i.·· a
menace to a republican form of govern-
in-.it, and one of their methods of niet-t-
Sag Ulis question is curious, as an effort

C .,ne of the first republics to pres^fv»
republican institutions.
Another instance of this sameness has

been the theory of taxing bachf-iors and
widowers.- in tiie ancient governments this
was a common tax, and only in the last
few years Illinois and one or two other
St ties havo attempted to inaugurate a
similar tax. "Mediaeval England added to
this a tax on marriage. This tax was paid
at tho time of marriage.
One of the most curious taxes that has

prevailed in some governments, notably
Russia, is on beards; the tax being re-
lined after a few years in some cases, so
as to be proportionate to the length and
tdiape of the beard. Another thing where
we find ar» absolute similarity in all gov-
crments. is the dislike of the people to the
tax gatherer,.whether he is called pub¬
lican in the Bible, Farmer General in
France, or Treasurer in Virginia, he is a

gentleman whose visits are never de¬
sired, and whose work is never appre¬
ciated.

TAXATION'S HISTORY.
A history of taxation is one of the most

curious, one of ihe most ¡ibsorbing of
subjects, and one of which the average
man is most ignorant.
The Barons at Kunnymca«! in 1215 re¬

ceived irom King John, '.he great charter,
and laid the foundation of th») liberty of
the. Anglo-Saxon rare, and the preserva¬
tion and guarantee of ihese liberties was

contained in a clause of that charter. It
is also noteworthy in« this connection that
when labor disputes are settled by ar¬

bitration in England, the labor organiza¬
tions choose as their representatives, al-
«uost invariably, a member of the nobil¬
ity; that alth'.ugh the aristocracy and
wealthy are the governing class in En¬
gland, the tendency has been in re¬

cent years to more and more remove the
burden of taxation from th»» poor and
to plaoe it upon tbe shoulder.·- of the rich;
that the laws for the protection of labor
fc England and her colonies are the broad¬
est and most liberal of any nation, and
that the methods of taxation in England
Rnd her colonies are the most advanced
und least burdensome to the farmer and
.aloring man of any system in the world.
The provisions of Magnu. Charta pro¬

vided that "there shall be no taxation
without representation," and this has been
the cause of bloody wars and revolutions
in England and this country.
Ia v-iew of the fact that this country is

the most backward of all the world to-
f*y in matters of taxation, it is interesting
io note that there is no subject that was
»we thoroughly discussed by the foun-
Sers ot th· government than this.
I wish that I had time to discuss the his¬

tory of the present condition of Federal
taxation. As an example of taxation, per¬
verted from its true purposes of procur¬
ing revenue for the support of the gov¬
ernment to the building up of private in¬
ter·»»-..* and fortunes. It Is unequalled In
the hi«·tory of mankind, but I will confine
myself to a short review of tho present
condition of ulTairs in Virginia, and with¬
out recommending the method by which
the evi!» may be cpred, point out some
of the remedies which have been suggested
by writers of eminence and standing, and
sunte *i tita) '-"¦~t,f\mar\»m ,t???? **aYt m*a*i\.

tried by other peoples and at other times.VIRGINIA REVENUES.The revenues from taxation in Virginiaare derived from a poi) or capitation .tax,
an income tax and what is commonlyknown as a general property tax.
1-lrsL Poll Tax.Arriving at the adult

male population by dividing the supposedtotal population by five, the poll-tax as¬
ses; ment in this State is approximately
correct. Of those assessed, however, about
th.rty-three and a third per cent, failed
to pax the tax of pp? .ini.ar.
In the colony period of the history of

? irginia_ this was for a long time the
only d:r«"ct lax. and is one that eminently
commends itself to the thoughtful. It is
one of the maxims of our civilization that
every man is ernia] before the law and has
a right to invoke ir for the protection of
himself and his property, and it would ap-

| rear that a poll tax assessed equally upon
'ii: citizens represents the most perfect
equality of service to the government.
There have been many experiments in

an effort to collect this tax. In modern
times many of the States, including Vir¬
ginia, have made ¡ts payment ä prere¬
quisite to voting. Nearly all of them.
however, have abandoned this system be-
cause it was the means of indirect brjbery
in buying up capitation ??t: tickets. This
tax, however, ran be and should bp col-
lected from a large bulk of the population,
provided sufficient energy is used by the

j collecting cflicers.
I\'COMB TAX.

j Second. Income Tax..Much has been
? said in the last few years abusive of the
income tax and Its advocates, yet the in¬
come tax has been used in this country by
the Renerai government successfully to aid
it in times of great national distress: it
has been a recognized part of the tax sys¬
tem of Virginia, and is in full operation
in nearly every country in the civilized
world The income tax assessed in Vir¬
ginia for the year 1S99 was $54,148.38. Un¬
der the last act of the Legislature govern¬
ing this tax there is a wide margin of ex¬

emptions, which accounts in part for the
smallness of the tax collected, and it can

bo explained further by the fact that fixed
income in Virginia are very unusual, and
by the further fact that in Virginia, as

everywhere else, this tax is unpopular, be¬

ing looked upon as a tax upon industry
and as in the nature of double taxation.
The same difficulties have been encoun¬

tered in England, yet, notwithstanding the
protest of economical writers and the ad-
missioh** of statesmen, such for instance as

Mr. Gladstone, the tax has been maintained
and increased according to the needs of
the government. It can be said in favor of
this tax, that it falls heaviest on those
with tho greatest ability to pay. and that
where collected honestly, it reaches forms
of property that cannot well be readied

I otherwise.
GENERAL PROPERTY TAX.

Third. General Property Tax..Under
this tax. which prevails throughout the
United Staes. and which has been aban¬
doned e'.sewhere in the civilized world,
with the exception of Switzerland and Hol¬
land, and -which is sometimes called "In¬
finitesimal Tax System." the object is to
reach every and all kinds of property. The
theory of this tax is that all property
sharing alike the protection and benefits
of the «government should equally bear its
burden. A plausible argument in support
of a mistaken idea of taxation. In Virgin¬
ia we tax the land and its improvements
by a system which cannot be justified.
Each county has its own assessors; these
assessors have no means of communication
or of comparing .results. As a consequence
lands in one county or one district of a

county will be asesscd at a very low ligure,
while in another county or in another dis¬
trict of the same eouniy lands of a similar
market vaine and productiveness are as¬

sessed at practically their market value,
depending upon thç pond nature, the desire
of popularity or ignorance of each individ¬
ual officer. These assessments arc not re¬

viewed unkss upon motion of a party ag¬
grieved, and then only for the purpose of
decreasing the assessment Tlie result of
this and of the even worst; method of as¬

sessing personal property is that:
We 'find the anomalous condition of á

number of counties drawing out f ¡he-
State treasury more than they put into it,
which is tantamount to saying that a com¬

munity is powerless to police and preserve
order within boundaries and unable to car¬

ry on civilized government.
That the burden of taxation is unequally

and unjustly borne. And
That a reward in effect is offered to

each county to assess its property low
and burden its citizens as little as possi¬
ble by the assurance that if they do not
supply money for their own wants it will
be supplied to them.
This statement is sufficient to show the

vice and weakness of our whole system.
Again, in taxing real estate and the im¬

provements equally, we tax the« energetic
ci:izen for his energy, the home-maker
for making the home, and further than
thaï, through the workings of our system,
make double taxation, contrary to tlie
spirit and letter of our Constitution, com¬
mon.
The taxation of personal property in

Virginia is even more open to criticism
than the taxation of realty. The usual
and ordinary custom prevailing is for the
Commissioner of the Revenue to distribute
blanks, which are filled up by the tax¬
payers, ac-cording to the whim, fancy and
interest of each individual. As a result
the tangible visible personal property is,
as a rule, taxed, while invisible, intangible
property largely escapes, with the result,
as has been shown by careful Investiga¬
tion of t;ix commissioners in other States
where the« same system prevails, that the
farmer and the poor man, whose property
consists almost entirely of what can be
sean and touched, pays taxes all out of
proportion to others.
The general property tax prevails almost

universally throughout the United States,
and notably in tho State of North Carolina,
and as evidence of the bad methods preva¬
lent in \*irginia. it is pertinent Ito mention
that the areas of North Carolina and Vir¬
ginia aro nearly equal, tha population al¬
most exactly tho same, with practically the
sama needs of government, and yet the
assessed value of property in Virginia ia
nearly twice that in North Carolina.
Though th<« tax purports to reach ail forms
of property, we find that the assessed value
of deposits in bank is only $2,771.47:1.00, while
the money on deposit in the national banks
alone, in the city of Richmond, is in excess
of $10,000,iX».<_0. Under the« head of value
of bonds, notes and other evidences of debt,
held by others than fiduciaries, $S9,390.00
was returned for taxation in the city of
Roanoke, while an examination of the re¬
cords in the clerk's office, made for me
by a competent person, shows that during
the past year 53&3.000.00 was secured by
deeds of trust and mortgages; this does
not Include debts secured in the next pre¬
vious two or three years, which would ap¬
proximate the same amount. The same
state of affairs exists, according to my
information, elsewhere.
Tho total value of all the minerals, in¬

cluding coal, given ba for taxation in the
State of Virginia, accord to the last Audi¬
tor's report, was Ç1S9.137.O0. When one
thinks of tho immense amount of coal, iron
ore, etc., mined in Virginia, the absurdity
of this is manifest.
Every Judgment for a fine, carries with

it costs, yet we find in the Auditor's re¬
port eleven counties and five cities re¬
turning fines without costs. This citation
of abuses and failures of doty could be
extended almost indefinitely. As a result
thereof,.we find that the personal property
in IS»» naia only «3S6.400.__a, while rul mat..

tata ln the same year paid $1,016.3SS: this
dispite the fact that in the last ?°G?^
years the increase in personal property
and personal values has beer, phenomenal
Most States in the Union have some,

check upon their taxing department in the
shape of Boards of Equalization, which,
undertake to equalize and adjust th? as¬

sessment of real estate, and provisions
for informer.-« to insure the proper as¬

sessment of personal estate. Virginia
has nothing approaching this, not even a

travel ir.g auditor to check the account¬
ing officers of the State, a protection
which it would seem the most rudimen¬
tary business sagacity would dictate.

SOME REMEDIES.
I de.-ire. however, to bring to the atten¬

tion of this body some of th«* various
remedies which have been suggested, with¬
out advocating or espousing any particular
relief, except to say.that the Constitution
of this State has to be so amended as to

gi.'e the Legislature broader powers in the

adjustment of taxes and their imposition
before anything can be accomplished-
Some of ihe States in this Union, aiter
getting what they could in the shape of a

general property tax. depend upon making
up the deficit by the taxation of corpcra-
tions. This is done upon the theory of the
old writers on taxation."To pluck the
goose, i e. the people, so as to procure the

greatest amount of feathers for the least
amount of squarking." Indirect taxation
has from the beginning of the world been
popular with governments, because as a

rule the person taxed is ignorant of the
fact and does not realize what is being
impostad upon him.
Here in Virginia one class of corporations

have, up to this time, been made to pay the
bulk of the corporate taxes collected in this
State.
There is no disputing that corporations

should bear a reasonable and just propor-
t'on of taxation, bearing in mind·.first,
that this is an indirect tax. ultimately
paid by the patrons and users of the cor¬

poration, and that in some corporations
the burden of this tax falls on all «like,
without reference to ability to pay, while
the tax on others will fall ultimately
heaviest on those best able to bear it: and,
second, taxation should not be lev'ed so as
to drive out industry, cripple development
and paralyze business.
With these two principles kept in view

the wise lesisiutor can make corporations
an aid and support of the government,
and by departing from them unnecessarily
burden the people and their business. As¬
suming that corporations will pay their
proportion of taxes, the next question is
from what source should the balance of
the revenue be derived?
Few people understand what a stupen¬

dous amount of money is puid out in tax¬
ation every year. According to the figures
oí the last Congress over $2.M0.O0O a day
are paid in support of the «National Gov¬
ernment, while the \«arious State govern¬
ments collect a tax, according to a recent
estimate, almost us large as that required
to support the British empire. These
figures are so stupendous that the human
mind cannot comprehend them. What wa
do know, however, is that this enormous
amount of money is to-day raised in a
manner acknowledged by ail writers upon
this subject as full of error, inequality
and injustice. Various remedies ha\-e been
suggested, some visionary and impracti¬
cable; others adapted to one condition and
not to others.
I do not propose to discuss mere theo¬

ries, such as those of Bellamy and other
writers, who ignore ln their teachings the
factor of man, with his passions, his am-
b'tions and his desires. One of the theo¬
ries which has received much considera¬
tion is what is known as tho "Single Tax
Unon Land."
This system has been given one trial In

the Unitrd States, in Maryland, where a
small town did away with all taxation ex¬
cept upon realty. This experiment did not
continue long enough for a conclusive judg¬
ment to bo formed, the Supreme Court of
Maryland declaring the tax unconstitu¬
tional, but, according to the friends of this
tax, the results were, as far as they went,
emmen-.ly and entirely satisfactory.
In Ontario, which is primarily an agri¬

cultural community, ¡and values bear prac-
ti cal-]y the entire burden.
In France the tax is based on the. net in¬

come from the hind: the English plan is
to base taxation of ¡and on the rental value
thereof, and this latter method seems to
give thi» best results.

«HOME RULE TAX.
What, is known as "Home Rule Tax" Is

now being strongly advocated by writers
upon this subject. The idea is that the
State shall delegate to each county or

municipality the power to collect its own
taxes.the county or municipality to de¬
termine for itself what subjects of taxation
can bo easiest reached, and with the least
burden upon tha citizen and the least in-
terference with private rights; and that
the State shall assess each county a cer¬
tain amount, based upon the revenues of
that county, which tho county or munici¬
pality is to collect for the State, and pay
into its treasury; or that ine county or

municipality to coliect its taxes as it sees
fit, and the Stata to collect its revenues
from certain well defined sources, as a land
tax. corporation tax, etc.
There are still others who advocate a

modified form of the general property
tax, confining the tax to such property
as is tangible and can be reached and
assessed, and as this tax would fall the
heaviest on the farmer and agriculturist,
it is propose! to exempt, in addition' to
the intangible property, the property
that cannot be reached by the assesser.
As a prerequisite to the proper assess¬

ment of personal property, England found
it necessary to appoint a Royal Commis¬
sion; we in this State, where at least four-
fifths of the personal property is not
reached, will ha\-e to follow this example
if it is proposed to come to any definite
or practical conclusion.

Thfisci are briefly the chief remedies
which are offered. Virginia in rearranging
her Lax system, after the Constitution is
amende«! s-> as to allow more latitude to
her Legislature, will have to confront this-
subject.
A Stale that has through centuries been

a leader in all questions of Statecraft and
governale*-.: can be a leader in this coun¬

try on this, the question which most
nearly affects the American people and
American prosperity; the country that
boasts of its greatness and intelligence,
but of a'l countries the most backward on

the question pertaining to the revenue, and
theiefor..· tc the welfare and happiness of
the people. The man who accomplishes
this will deserve a place in the affections
and respect of Virginians second to no

man who has ever lived and worked for
the State.

Drouth in Luiienburir.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

HOLLYDALE. VA., July 19.The drouth
in this immediate vicinity is becoming
distressing. It has been nearly four weeks
since there has been rain of any amount.
The drouth and the excessively hot weath¬
er are telling disastrously on the corn

and tobacco, while the gardens are well
nigh exhausted. To add to the farmer's
woes, the chinch bugs are playing havoc
with his corn. It is thought that they
aro very much more numerous than they
have been any of the past years..
A good yield of wheat, however, some¬

what brightens the general gloom.

¡Will fis in Bemanff.
HEADACHENE should always
be kept on hand to cure that
Headache you suffer with.

Price, 25c.
T. A. MILLER, 519 E. Broad,

Branch Under 'eßerton Hotel.

s a matter of Business with us.

-¡g crowds every time. So here it goes. Incen
-3. point in the zone of this store.

3? Credit is P*8^
*&-..._-

ONLY ALTERNATIVE! |
,VeVe to choose between profitless selling and crowds. The *{?
lives with the magnetism that draws strongly from every Jg

Eyery Particular, fcP5k «"-°~*

!The very tinest asortment of Bedding
to be found in the city. Mattresses in I

I cotton, felt. hair. huck. <J"· 5
" fibre, etc. A good Mat- $2.J5Qtress, upwards trom.^r *-- ;

Anothei «ve're solifl on. A fine.
full-Sized iron Crib, exactly like cut.
substantially put up and »j» .*

neatly finished off. Re- 2)0. «Î^Q
markably cheap for.

$

¦"ff

We're selling out of our present
stock of Carriages and Go-Carts and
using the power to cut prices to do
the work. This one offer of a
carrlace, iike cut. verv large, all
wicker, full roll,
built and comfortabl
week only.

*ll ? luigi», CXI.

éA$6.75
A Beautiful Mahogany-Finish Ber

Boom Suite, exquisitely carved, lars»
swelled front dresing case, handsome
bedstead and washstand
large French pattern ,
plate glass. 2975

Blenty of Mattings to show; tho
space to display a large line in and
the values to make us do the work.
When they come like these don't miss
'em.
3,000 yards of Matting remnants,
worth 2.*ic. to -iOc. per yard, at.. r«c

_3¿'20c. Mattings. 10c
Zg. 30c. Mattings.ISc
»5£. 40c. Mattings.
.*&· Large Fringed Ru

3£

3t

Lawn senses.
The cheapest and about the most

comfortable thing you can buy for a
prood rest is such a Settee.
Right for lawn or porch and A\jQ,
durably built. ?G-7

/..' it?--,·.· -:%-.- .í-y ^-.Ty.· * »f*

aHere's a bargain if there ever waa *Ç*·
one. A large, solid oak Dining Chair, ?*"·*
i'.igh back, cane seat, trace fSS
back, and golden oak finish. ft*<*C *-***"
White they lust. V/**"*' -"J*"

I.arg« and complete asortment of
I.*7d Lounges and »'ouches, from the
lowest price to the very best. A
large oak frame, veiour-
covered Bed Loungl
for.'.. $iO.OO

mS«
Giving you a xood size, ·

dependable Refrigerator.
for as little as. 7.5Ö

"ic
USc

3
Southern Furniture and Carpet Co 7 and 9 West Broad Street.

A summer luxury i
is cooking ui.i- a

stove. We've a go«
(table one with two
three burners: Only

my honscwlfi
«>r gasolin«

..52.9*8v;g

CHINESE EMPEROR RULES OVER
FOUR HUNDRED MILLION SOULS,

Enormous Population of the Chinese Empire Has

Never Been Exactly Determined.Some of

the European Experiences in the
Far East.

(Written for The Times.).
For two and a half centuries the tail has j

been wagging the dog in the Celestial Em¬
pire. The tilting dynasty Manchunan, the

Emperor and those dictating in lus name,

representatives oí a majority, of say, eigne j
millions in a total of tour lumilr.d millions.
'How many people there aro m China can,

however, no more be stated approximately
with ordinary presumption as a basis, .than

it can definitely with anything .official to go
upon. It is true that in 1842 the Petan au¬

thorities issued what they termed an

official statement of the population by
provinces. Forty years later, or m 1S8-,
there was another publication, ostensibly
going into detail after the usual census

fashion. But the inconsistencies, incon¬

gruities and general hap-hazard manner

characterizing these emanations stamped
them upon a par with all the utterances

which tha Chinese official succeeds tn in¬

ducing himself to father. Ha views an au¬

thoritative statemfcnt, having to do within

his province, as merely calling for the ex¬

pression of his own opinion.
Any award of public funds to him. is

not "to his notion a compensation for
duties performed, but a present in appre¬
ciation of his personal loyalty to those
above him. The contemplation of a divis¬
ion of what may come to him never enters

his head. Besides, it is not at all neces¬

sary, as he, of himself, knows all that
should be known relative to his bailiwick.
To acknowledge ha did not, by calling
upon others to assist him in ascertaining,
would be to confess a falling short of the
standard, and thereby breed no end of
trouble for himself. So, whatever may
be asked of him in the way of data is at
once forwarded, the exceeding simplicity
of the system of aggregation and compila¬
tion avoiding all excuse for delay.
Such a thing as a house-to-house can¬

vas, and an enumeration, however meagre
in actual detail, has never heen known
throughout China. To attempt it would
straightway cause trouble, every China¬
man thinking it a new scheme to extort
money and conducting himself accoid-
ingly.

ENORMOUS POPULATION.
Some outside authorities estimate the

population of the Empire as high as four
hundred and fifty millions.others as low
as three hundred millions. Between these
totals may, or may not, be fairly correct.
Journeying by the Yangstee, through what
has been well termed the Mississippi Val¬

ley or" China, making side trips up and
down its numerous tributaries; later, tak¬
ing in the Southern or Cantonese districts,
and subsequently those north from Han¬
kow to Tien Tsin. the traveller would re¬

gard the higher estimate as not excessive.
But after the trio of tremendous stretches
from Pekin.the one due west to Kashgar,
the second northwest over the Caravan
route to Kiahkia, and the third straight
north to the confluence ot" the Sheika with
the Amoor.the lesser figure would seem
the more warrante*
The Chinese Empire in its entirety is a

gigantic thing topographically, extending
as it does from the ISth to the 54th degree
north, and from the 72d to the 122d east.
Three thousand miles one way and four
thousand the other. Four and a quarter
million square miles, or nearly a million
more than our own total area.

The two piovinces in the South. Kwang
Tung, and Kwang Se, over which Li Hung
Chang at present exercises despotic sway
as Governor General or Viceroy, have an

aggregated area of lâS.COO miles.a terri¬
tory larger than Ohio. Illinois and Michi¬
gan combined.and an estimated popula¬
tion of 35,000,000, which is greater than the
total of our population west of the Alleg¬
hany Mountains. Canton and Swatow are

in Kwang Tung and the province is re¬

nowned for its silk products. The province
of Peehilli, ia which are both Pekin and
Tien Tsin, has an area of 6O,0CO square
miles.equal, say. to that of New York,
Connecticut and Massachusetts.and a pop¬
ulation of 20,000,000, or three times that of
the States named. Sze Chuen in the West
is the largest province in the Empire, hav¬
ing an an«-- of 170,000 square miles.exceed¬
ing that of 'New England and the Middle
States.anil a population of 70.00u.000, or

equal to that of our entire country. It,
like Kwang Tung, is noted for the charac¬
ter and extent of silk products. Hoo P.h,
in Central China, is another big province
with 70,<X0 square miles and 35,000,000 popu¬
lation,

'

Hankow is its great city. Shang
Tung in ihe northeast, with fifty odd
thousand -square-miles, has a population,of
3tLfl0iLI_0j_U. while Keans Su.anä KeaaglSi

in the south, Fukicn in the southeast,
Nyan Wei in the east and «Hunan In .Mid¬
dle China, all exceed 20,000,000 population.

HOW THEY LIVI·:.
A hundred people to the square mile.

which wou.d be the average for the entire
.Empire on basis of 400,000,000.t'he way the
Chinese pack in. would not be at all out of

reason, for sardines in a b..x couid never
bo more tritely employed as a simile than
in illustrating the manner in which the
Celestials domicile ihemseì.v-es.
Bunks, a-top the oven-lik.« arrangement

which serves as the only heating apparatus
of the house, is tho commonest sort or rule
with them, and is by no m-ans confined to

structures over which there are roofs of
boards or what not.thatching with

branches, grasses, etc., being the prevailing
mode. Thousands of Chinese live under
matting. Blackened and rotted by the ele¬
ments, 'this overhead covering is tied or

in the crudest way attached to the bamboo
frame work, which does the double duty
of constituting tho skUeton o£ the habita¬
tion and affording hammock-like place.--, for

x nightly repose. Often there will be nothing
of these frail homes but stretches of old
mata, and, not infrequently, nier« shreds
with thi: comers stake«! down.
Even' the latter precaution is not al¬

ways taken to keep thu homo from tak¬

ing wings, as it were, and Hying away on

the morning breeze. Where the Chinese
most do congregata th¿y are literally
stuffed in. The humble home of an

American mechanic, with Its three or

four rooms, would to the Celestial mind
be space and to spare for a half dozen
fami'lts each with numerous progeny.
Tne Japs, Great Britain alone excepted,

have the largest density of population
known, in round figures three hundred to the

square mile. Yet they are not in it with
the Chinese in practicing economy as to

household quarters. That it is at the ex- !
penso of cleanliness, decency and health, I
is unnecessary to say. It could not be o'her- j
wise. {
As a matter of fact, excluding the-de- |

pendencies of East Turkestan. Jungavia, i
Tibüt, Mongolia and Manchuria.taking j
in consideration only the eighteen pro- j
vinces of China proper, and the density |
of her population equals that of Japan, ·

viz: three hundred to. the square mile, j
This, or. the basis of the population ir." I

China proper being iííñ.OOO.iXK), which is the !
total endorsed by Sir Robert Hart.the !
best posted Englishman in the Empire. j
as approximately correct. j

CHOLERA'S VICTIMS.
Two ol tho provinces exceed three hun¬

dred to the mile, Fukisn with an area of |
S3.«X») square miles averaging 574. ar.d Shan-
tug with 53,000 square miles averaging 557 ?

by the latest and most popular drink
ever put before the public. "VERNOR'S
GINGhR ALE" has created comment
all over town. Served at 38 degrees
it is almost ICE COLD, and imparts a de¬
lightful and refreshing sensation to the
whole system. You should see how
it's drawn. Fascinating to look at.
Unlike all other drinks at fountains.

POLK MILLER DRUG CO., jj
Ninth and ¡Viain Ms., Richmond, Va. ?'

to the mile. Two ot'hsrs exceed ISO and
a couple run over 4<X>.
Japan has only 1-tó.COil squar» mi'es a'.l

told, and a population of bu: ll.OO.fliM. The
ono province of Sac Chuen a'.one. in China,
is neariy ten per cent, greater in area than
Japan, with a population fifty per cen",

larger than that of thu Mikado's Kingdom.
Four ot tha Chinese provinces with a

«combined -area óf 200.00.1 spuare miles.
equal, .-ay, to thu aggregate of ths Xorth
At": mtlu State»;, with Virsrini:; added.have
a gross population of MXî.COÎ.OCt!, or an av¬

erage of 500 to the square miie Th States
named have a population oí 2&,00C%0öü·, or KO
to the square mile.
Cholera, the genuine Asiat:« artieie, is

a regular summer visitation in China; ts.
in fact, more or less a visitant tea of the
twelve month»·, while smallpox is present
all the year 'round. Little real attention
id paid to either.
When in Shanghai, where, in July and

August, the thermometer climbs over the
hundred-above mark and stays there
through the twenty-four hours, the Chinese
were dying by the hundreds daily. The
piortality as reported was, to the stranger,
simply appalling. But the European resi¬
dents took it as the merest matter of
course.
fîoing right on with their "pegs".whis¬

key and soda.doing business with the
same nonchalance as if the dreaded Asiatic
scourge was not. so to speak. ri.L-lit across
the street, and generally having just as

good a time as though their insurance on

life was of the gilt eclgo order. Ani it

was from their standpoint.experience.
One can get used t«> anything, is the old

saying, md so it would seem with cholera..
smallpox and other Incidental features of
Eastern life.
Your Shanghai. Hang Kong or Tien Tsin

European friend will tell you not to drink
water and you wiil bs all right. The sure

praventative iies in the negative 'Mon't".
thero is ever coupled with it the affirmative
"do" and the context as a whole is inclu¬
sive of the injunction to recognize the in¬
fallible efficacy of the "peg."
T.ik» your "Scotch" regularly, enjoins

your friend, and like the good fellow he
is, sets the example so often for your
benefit, an«: also to show he practices what
ha preaches, that somehow or other you
become as oblivious as the oldest resi¬
denter to cholera or any otiier ill to which
human flesh is heir.

DRINKS WATER »*»N"D DIES.

Meanwhile the Chinese drink water and
die.
A bit of figuring with oaper and pencil,

taking th-3 gross population ;»s a bt_is of
calculation, shows the death rate not to be
so .fearful as the aggregate mortality
would appear to imply. Even a thousand
a day. for such a center of native massing
as Shanghai, would be scarcely mors than
a tenth of one per cent
Very few Europeans get the cholera, not

only the care in avoiding water as a bev¬
erage, but cleanliness fit person, frequent
change of clothing and refraining from
exposure in the sun. rendering them com¬

paratively free from it. The bubonic
plague, when it is raging. is no more dan¬
gerous to Europeans than is the cholera
or smallpox. With ordinary precaution
every risk of being brought in contact with
it may be shunned.

All ihre« of these diseases are inf*ctious,
not contagious, and when one has been
some time in the East he gets tg recognize
a decidid difference in th·? terms.
The native goes right on hiving choiera,

smallpox and the bubonic plague, whenever
it is around, yet with alt he is not on the
wane but on tho gain. There is no outward
evidences of. a decrease, on ths contrary
every appearance of a steady increase of
tha population.
Japan"s average per square mile dupli¬

cated in ths Chinese Empire, as a whole,
woi£d mean an aggregate «population of a

biiiion and a quarter. The Japs, as they
live, find sustenance when crowded in
three hundred to the square mile. The
Chinese, as they live, are in clover, four
hundred to the square mil?. This average
for tha Empire would be a population of
sixteen hundred million, »qua! to that at

present c-stitnated for the entire earth.
What China's increase will In reality

prove when th? existing conditions
radically change.and recent events make
this inevitable.must become of the in¬
teresting demonstrations of the future.
The psr cent, of Japan's àr.-iual augmen¬

tation has consistently advanced with the
adoption of modern methods, not merely
as to the strictly sanitary, but in other
relations of life ar.i environment. From
an Increase of less than one per cent, tn

18W> it advanced to neariy one and a

halT per cent, ir» 1S9S. This ratio applied
to China woulu, on the basis of a present
population of four hundred roulions, carry
hsr close to the half billion no*ch""by the
time we were ready to take the next
e^n*-***-, and our-x-ìvvs officially pass the
first hundred million mark.

MAJOR P-\KGBOiRN.

Delishrful Entertainment.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

CHASE CITV. VA.. July **1..? few
days since Mrs. E- B. Qllmore gave a

delightful entertainment at her home, in
this' place, which was in honor of Mr.
amtm-mid ?. Goode. Jr., oí New Y*rls. eity.

and Mr. George ?. Gil
City. a cadet just irom tl
tary Institute.
The parlor to th«· resit!«

ly lighted, and everythii
...e comfort of the dancer
rival oí th- guests the
then tin
waa kept up until
night Licht ri £r !
All seemed to e
muchi and were pro
..f the host for tl
they had s¡. m .·.

w.re Mrs J Watkln
Mrs. It. C Gordon 8
Crafton. Reldsville.
Bruner. Monroe, X.
Love. . ·,·!,. ,«!«.. N. <

Tucker, Danville; 3
Skipwith: Misa Mal.:.
Miss Frances Iverby
Mary ROtierts, « 'has«
Richmond, anil Ml
Chase «'ity. urici :
Goode. c. Haskins,
Peter Maditox of ..:

Watkins. of Siiiili-.vi'.

k'r.

more, of «'. ise
iio V,rumia Mill¬

onee was brfght-
ig arra rige

After the ar-
'·- begun;

i····.·:. .vi;i, h

.',:. :'
lisa .Mur. C.u.v
Juiltth C. ..te.

::». > rhasc <*'ty;
«.:.-·¦· «ity: Miss

Mi -,:. :·?··G.*,:?.?.
..nei».·! l'.i'.niore.
rs. .1. Watl-.'ns
?.·??..?? \vu_V.er.
ity. und Mr. il.

A FISK-FRY.
I
j ? Rectory '«> lie limit ¡ti Pmv-ídtMe C,

It«-Hi-rinnst] Hin·'.
(Speci il Disp .; 'a to ?

i IMNV. PLI ? C il V.

j fash-try was tyen yesfe

j Cousins »«? M« ssrs v. :¦'

j e '·'-'- ·'¦''""' ';

ptewhite. v. hl« :; ? i¡ i .«i

')
li).-A
'.unp

iVrr.

! ?. G
; liar
i I'h

mi

! mee
| day.

¡..?«'.?.-i by
Ue»i quests

:... Jahn

,. .;.- lu oleen
; furnished
The hosts
t I til«· OC-
·! " hi'ir
afternoon

etv >.t ? he

erati
( ourthouai

Ml p..s-

I i t » -

eruta
iptel

nari Camp, ?·> ?, <·..?:··«?-
.-·. will give :i dinner ««t th«

...it«:r.i.;.v. Aus,-uat ist Gem«
eral Bolting, commander fot .1«.· States
.·:¦:- rarter ? Bishop a :.<t ' '. S
Bernard, oj Petersburg-, will be pre ml
and deliver addresses It i.-« hop«."! thai
there .'.it! be «i full attendance of ih«

¡"Vets and us p? anj
¡blj come. The ladi
tions «.f the count}

; i«. r ? c.i;:i!> oí S«
Veterans will be or-:.
Ot Pu«!___htt-rs ot the Coni deracy.
Mr. Peyton Ridale·, who is employed

j at one ot the neighbor!] ¦.«··. -mill ·. v.._s

tjnite seriously Injured Pa ulaj by «l '."'4
falling upon him.
The committee appoint i by the ..¦¦..vera.

Episcopal churches «>r Dinwlddie to selecj
a suitable place at which t.> erect a ret»

tory were in session here Monday, and
selected Dinwlddie Courthouse as th«
most convenient and suitable point. Mr.
\V. M. Sterne, a leading ?.;··p?!;(·? ot ''.i!-

vary Episcopal Church, .«t this place. wilj
donate the land upon which t>> erect tin
hiiüdintr. and i: ¡' nopctl that sufficient
funds wilt t«hortiy be subscribed with
which to commence ti!«· erection thereof.
Miss Su«· Jones, oí Petersburg. Is visit-

ing Mrs. S. Y. Gilliam. at "Burnt Quar¬
ter."
Mi« Eal'ie Beck, daughter of Mr. .1. "*L

Beck, of Dinwlddie. who has been attend¬

ing schools in Philadelphia for tha past
several Sessions, i¿ al Home, a« .'¡«mpanied
by friencls.

.Mr. >.;i«i Mrs. A. IS. ii
Alma Harris, of t!ii.- pll
Richardson's old home
county.
Miss Mamie Dennis.

who has t..'«Ti visiting
John Y. Harris, is :i">··

in Petersburg.

imon.i and Misa
·. ¡s visiting Mr.
i¡. New Kent

.Mt. Airy. Ga.,
«..?- uncle, Mr.
ialtins relative*

T WHY PAY * I
ENORMOUS PRICES

r
.r for your cooking stove or range,
? when you can buy direct from the
X factory and save one-third of the
JL cost?
X Write for catalogue and full par-
4· ticulars.
X MANUFACTURERS p]T7 LEE
? OFTHE " n

J celebrated Cooking Stove. £
-{· ADDRESS OR CALL Oit *f
iSOUTHERNSTOVEWORKS?^ 015 to 827 N. i 7th St., Richnioná, Va. ;£


